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Upcoming Events 

 August 1— Monday, 

AWANA & Youth Ministry 
Leaders Meeting at 6:00 PM 
in Ministry Center Tree Room 

 August 2, 16, 32 & 30—

Tuesdays at 6:30 PM join 
Diann Raymond at 6:30 in the 
fellowship hall for  Quilting.  
Sign up at the Connecting 
Point. See bulletin for details. 

 August 5-7—Friday through 
Sunday, Youth Camping Trip 
on the St. Croix.  Depart from 
Maranatha at 1:30 on Friday 
and return Sunday, 2-3 PM   

 August 9-10—Tuesday & 

Wednesday, Maranatha 
Blood Drive, Noon-6:00 PM 
on Tuesday, 8:00 AM-1:00 
PM on Wednesday.  Needed: 
blood donors & volunteers.  
Check out opportunities at the 
Connecting Point or call 
Shellie Oftedahl at 715-458-
2770. 

 August 11-13—Thursday 

through Saturday, Maranatha 
Garage Sale.  Check bulletin 
for times.  For more 
information, contact Bill 
McClain at 715-236-2706. 

 August 20—Saturday, 

“Preserving Tomatoes Safely” 
by Mary Holmes from 9:00 
AM-2:00 PM.  Lunch 
provided.    Sign up by calling 
Mary Holmes at 715-418-
9761 or m-
holmes@bethel.edu. 

 August 20—Saturday, 

Fishing Fellowship at Upper 
Turtle Lake.  Lunch @ noon. 

 August 21—Sunday, 
Baptism/Picnic at Silver 
Lake at 12:30 PM.  Sign up 
for the picnic at the 
Connecting Point (so we 
know how much meat to 
prepare).   Bring the family, 
lawn chairs and a dish to 
pass.    

August 



Four Questions that Must Be Answered 
 We began this series with an article called “Looking through God’s Window to the 

World.”  The word “worldview” is quite popular these days.  We defined a worldview as: “. . . the complete 

collection of assumptions that serves as the foundation for our understanding of everything.”  

 A Christian worldview is defined as “. . . thinking like Jesus.  It is a way of making our faith practical to 

every situation we face each day.  A Biblical worldview is a way of dealing with the world such that we act 

like Jesus twenty-four hours a day because we think like Jesus. . . .  It’s like having a pair of special 

eyeglasses we wear that enables us to . . . see things from God’s point of view.”  (George Barna, Think Like 

Jesus, p. 4) 

 We desire to see the world as our Creator sees it.  Our perspective may remain 

“unredeemed”, even though we are Christians.  We may actually be seeing the world through 

the eyes of our unredeemed culture rather than through the eyes of our Lord.  

 Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcey have written a book entitled:  How Now Shall We 

Live?  The authors identify four questions for which every human being has an answer. They write: 

“Christianity is . . . a reasonable faith. . . that provides a worldview that fits the structure of reality and 

enables us to live in harmony with that structure. . . . Only Christianity provides credible, defensible answers 

to life’s most crucial questions, and only Christianity offers a reasonable strategy for how we are to live in the 

real world.” (p. xii) 

 These questions are: Where did I come from?  What’s wrong with the world?  Is there a solution?  

What is my purpose?   Colson clarifies the Biblical answers to these four questions.  The book is long but is 

not a difficult read.  Colson has, following the example of Jesus, mastered the art of teaching through stories.  

His stories are interesting, poignant, informative, and to the point.  

These Messenger articles have each focused on the Christian answer to one of these questions, and 

often touched on the other three. A wide variety of ideas, concerns, and issues has been barely touched.  The 

prayer of David must be ever before us: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my 

anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 

139:23-24)  

 Many difficult questions face believers today.  Difficult questions are often accompanied by 

great controversy and passionate disagreements.  We are exhorted in Scripture to “avoid foolish 

controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law.” (Titus 3:9) 

 Not all controversies are foolish.  Our Lord Jesus Christ spent his entire ministry embroiled in 

controversy.  And so also did the apostles.  “I [Paul] am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one 

who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all.  

Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion.”  (Galatians 1:6-7)  “I [Paul] tell you this so that no 

one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.”  (Colossians 2:4)  As believers we can also be deceived.  

Paul exhorts us to “see to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 

depends upon human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.” (Colossians 2:8)  

 Unity among believers is desperately desired. Unity is a destination in Ephesians 4:12-16.  Unity is not 

an immediate blessing upon salvation, but the spirit of unity is. A maturing process is needed.  We may need 

the struggle of wrestling through our differences until we reach unity.  Paul writes: “May the God who gives 

endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that 

with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6) 

Our answers to the four questions are either Biblical or they are not. On any given issue, we can be deceived 

by “fine-sounding arguments.”  Future articles will examine modern controversies in the light of both Biblical 

and non-biblical answers to the four questions—with David’s prayer for both the writer and the reader.  Our 

goal is always that we reach unity in the faith and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ     

 

By Lawrence D. Anderson 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marilyn Longseth, Roxanne Raddenbach, Sonna 
Phillips,  Richard Hansen, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Millie Bjugstad, Pat Swanson, Richard & 
Violet Fossum,  Loni Wold, Amanda Stariha, Marjie 
Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul Green’s step-brother 
Tom, Jeanne Stricklen’s brother Tom, Kathy 
Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,  Craig Severud’s 
dad Todd, Al Davidson’s mother Pearl, Fran Reich’s 
son Wally, Pavick’s son Jeremiah, Kathy Fladten’s 
sister Vicky, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, 
Rose Benson’s 20-year old granddaughter, Sharon 
Carlson’s sister Helen, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo,  
Clarence Peter’s brother Dennis, Yvonne Hansen’s 
friend Sue, Ben Fauske’s Flohr’s nephew Joshua & 
mother Bernice, Pinkerton’s friends Mike & Joanne 
Nelson, Culver’s former son-in-law Rick,   Ginny 
Proffitt’s cousin's wife Robbie, Dean Valentin’s Aunt 
Arlene, Lydia Gruber’s Aunt Nola,  Julie Reid’s 
cousin Becky, Fenton’s friend Jerry, Shirlee Lucken’s 

“But God 
has surely 

listened and 
heard my voice 
in prayer.  Praise 
be to God, who 
has not rejected 
my prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

friend Marsha Williams, Mary Potter and sisters 
Dorothy & Ruth, Stan Stoeberl’s cousins-the 
Anez family, Nancy Peterson’s friend Nancy 
Erickson, Carol Montgomery’s brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military: Herrick’s friend Joe 
Rampson serving in the Navy.   

Praises:   New members to Maranatha:  
Richard & Violet Fossum.  The healthy birth of 
Madison to parents Shaun & Chasta Cimfl; the 
birth of daughter Sienna Rose to parents 
Nathan & Dawn Reed on  June 29th, and the 
birth of great-granddaughter of Don & Esther 
Swan, Scarlet Ann, to parents Martin & Darcy 
(Hyland) Hoppe on July 9th.  
Praise the Lord also for the 
fifteen kids who asked Jesus 
to be Lord of their lives at 
Vacation Bible School this 
month!   

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Do you want to be baptized?  
If you would like to be baptized, please contact Pastor Dan or Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313 or check the 

box on the Blue Sheet in your bulletin.  Pastor will contact you for a short orientation before the Baptism 

Service on August 21 at Silver Lake. 

 

Baptism Service/Picnic at Silver on August 21 at 12:30 PM 

Join us at Grant County Park at Silver Lake (near Cumberland) for a grill-out picnic with baptism 

service following. 

Maranatha will provide the meat to grill. Please bring your family, lawn chairs,  

a dish to pass (serving for 12), and your table settings  

and join us for a great day in the sunshine at Silver Lake. 

Sign up at the Connecting Point so we know how much meat to prepare 

for the picnic. 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Maranatha Garage Sale  

August 11-13 

 8:00—2:00 PM on Thursday  & Friday,  

8:00 AM-4:00 PM on Saturday. 

Come check out the great bargains! 

There is something for everyone. It’s all gotta go! 

Lawn care, Kitchen items,  

Furniture, electronics,, shelving,  

Skis, toys , clothing and more!! 

Proceeds go to help with the Maranatha church sign and other 

Church improvements. 



Elder Report  

August 2011 

 

Hello, my name is Dale Heinecke.  I have gratefully served on the Elder Board for the past five 

years and have attended Maranatha since 1994. My wife, Marge, and I live northwest of 

Cumberland and have two children: our son Tim who is married to Robyn, and our daughter Mary 

who is married to Paul.  We also have been blessed with four grandchildren. 

 

The Elder Board would like to extend a warm welcome to two new members to the Elder Board, Jim Holmes and Scott Carlson, 

and would like to thank them for their willingness to serve.  We would also like to give a special thank you to the three elders 

who have completed their terms:  Roccy Raymond, Brent Swan, and Bill McClain.  We have appreciated their dedication and 

years of service to Maranatha.   

 

Each year at our annual meeting we vote to approve four members to serve on a nominating team.  This team searches for 

candidates to serve on the Elder Board.  We appreciate the servant hearts of the new nominating committee approved at the 

annual meeting:  Dean Valentin, Paul Hodge, Val Caldwell, and Sharyn Rohde. 

 

One of the great privileges of serving on the Elder Board is the opportunity to meet with people seeking membership.  The 

Elder Board was blessed to interview Richard and Violet Fossum and welcome them as members to Maranatha. 

 

In addition we would like to thank everyone for their generous contributions to the debt retirement of the Ministry Center.  The 

Center has been such a blessing from the Lord in ministry at Maranatha.  Our children, as well as adults, have greatly 

benefitted.  We truly appreciate your continued support. 

 

As elders we seek to minister to the congregation of Maranatha through prayer and service. 

 

In His Service, 

 

Dale Heinecke 

Maranatha Elder Board  



3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 

August 2011 

No Awakening  Services until after Labor Day in September 

Monday Night Prayer in the church library on Monday, August 1st at 6:30 PM.  If you have a prayer request, please join us or contact an elder, 
pastor, or the church office so your request can be included.  We pray for our Missionaries, national leaders, state leaders, local 
leadership, church family and any concerns that are brought to the prayer meeting. 

Youth and AWANA meeting Monday, August 1, at 6:00 pm, in the Ministry Center.  The purpose of this meeting is to share information regarding 
upcoming changes and opportunities with our Youth and Awana programs.  Your interest, ideas, and energies are always appreciated.  If you are 
aware of others with an interest in Youth or Awana, please feel free to invite them.  hope to see you there!  

Quilting with Diann Raymond on Tuesdays, August 2, 16,23, and 30 at 6:30 PM in the fellowship Hall.  Sign-up at the connecting Point.  Space limited.   

Youth Camping/Canoe Trip on the St Croix River, August 5-7.  Cost is $30/student.  Meet at Maranatha at 1:30 on Friday, August 5th where we will 
travel to Wild Rivers State Park in Minnesota and spend our time camping, and canoeing  and enjoying Christian fellowshipon the St Croix River.  
YoutH will need to sign up, pay for the trip and have a parental consent form signed before the trip. See Joshua Skoyen for details.  (715-533-
3620.)  

Wwat’s Goxnv On In twe Mxddle East„  On Sunday, Auvust 7tw at q:00 PM twe vxdeo “Insxde twe Revolutxon”, featurxnv Joel Rosenberv wxll be swown 
in the fellowship hall.  The video features comments from Muslims regarding Jihad, democratic government, and the Christian faith in action in 
Islamic countries.  Larry Anderson will lead a discussion of the video.  sign-up at the Connecting Point to indicate your interest.  Just let us 
know if you are interested but unable to attend on the 7th.  With sufficient interest another opportunity will be provided at another date.  

Cwxldren’s Hxde & Seek Summer Sunday Scwool: Dates for Cwxldren’s Sunday Scwool in august are August 7 & 14.   

Maranatha Garage Sale—This is it!! August 11-13th at the Ministry Center—we are Finally ready to clean out the cold storage where the donated 
treasures have been stored.  Come check out the wonderful treasures that have been donated!  Household items, kitchen items, furniture, and 
lots of mxscellaneous!! All proceeds wxll be used to welp wxtw Maranatwa’s sxvn and cwurcw xmprovements.  Watcw twe Sunday bulletin for Times 
and details.    

“Younv at Heart (Ave 55+) has no definite plans at this time.  However, please check in the Sunday bulletin or on the bulletin  board inside the 
fellowship hall for possible activities. 

"Preserving Tomatoes Safely (without killing your family)" Come Saturday August 20, 9:00-2:00 to hear the latest research on safely 
processing tomatoes, learn how to can or freeze tomatoes, juice, salsa, sauce, and soup, go home with two recipe books and jars of 
canned goodness. We've always thought tomatoes were safe to can even by the open kettle method, but recent research shows that 
the acid level varies enough that acid should always be added to canned tomatoes, and that water bath canning is required. Mary Holmes 
and fellow Master Food Preservers will take the mystery out of processing tomatoes. Lunch is provided. Cost $20, class limited to 10 
participants. Contact Mary at m-holmes@bethel.edu or 715-418-9761 to register and get supply list. 

Do you want to be baptized?  Contact Pastor Dan or Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313 or check the appropriate box on the blue sheet. 

Baptism Service/all-church Picnic at  Silver Lake on Sunday, August 21 at 12:30—Sign up at the connecting point so that we know how 
much meat to prepare.  Bring the family, a dish to pass, lawn chairs and table service and join us for a great day at the beach.   
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you to where you 
can clxck on “mxssxons.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to the internet, please pick up a 
copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center Lobby) each month as we update it. 

August Announcements 

mailto:m-holmes@bethel.edu

